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Although there is only one ring of bells in 
the whole of the Eastern Cape almost every 
church, and many chapels, have one or more 
bells. No systematic study of these bells had 
yet been made, but cursory examination 
suggests that many British founders exported 
bells to that area in the late 19th century and 
in the 20th century. American founders of 
steel bells also peddled their wares with 
considerable success. The Irish bell founder: 
Matthew O'Byrne sold at least five bells to 
clients in the Eastern Cape, the largest of 
which weighed 16 cwts. In the 1950s the 
Swiss founder, Ruetschi , of Aarau, cast at 
least four beautiful bells that are now in the 
Transkei. 
The only complete ring of bells is the 
octave cast by Warners in London in 1878 and 
hung in the Cathedral of St. Michael and St. 
George, Grahamstown, in the following year. 
These bells, as readers of The Ringing World 
will know, were rehung in 1993 in a new steel 
frame. Eayre and Smith provided fittings for 
the bells and designed the frame, which was 
made in South Africa. During 1996 the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry cast two trebles 
which, when hung, will give Grahamstown a 
ring of ten. 
Two interesting bells, both hung for 
ringing, exist in the tower of St. Michael's 
Church, Queenstown. They were cast by 
Taylors as the treble and tenor of a projected 
ring of eight and are, supposedly, replicas of 
the equivalent bells at Tavistock. At 26 cwts, 
however, Queenstown tenor is about 2 cwts 
heavier than Tavistock tenor. Unfortunately 
the optimism that resulted in the order for the 
The bell at Hertzog, in the Kat River Valley, 
which was apparemly cast in 1834 by Caird 
and Company. 
The author testing the sound of the 176kg bell 
cast for him. at a foundry in the Eastern Cape 
in October, 1996. 
two bells was misplaced, and no further bells 
were cast for or installed in Queenstown's fine 
church. It was not until 1992, when Dave 
Webster visited the tower while helping to 
install the new frame at Grahamstown, that 
the people of Queenstown realised that the 
steel frame for their two bells had not been 
concreted properly in place. On Dave 's advice 
that has now been done. Unfortunately 
Queenstown's bells are seldom rung full 
circle, but the tenor is worth listening to. 
Gillett and Johnston are represented by a 
light clock chime of five bells, cast in 1926, at 
Lovedale College, Alice. This was one of the 
great centres of missionary activity and of 
learning in the Eastern Cape, and it is a shame 
that the clock no longer functions and that the 
bells are silent. The Croydon foundry is also 
represented by four bells at St. John 's 
Cathedral, Umtata, which are presently hung 
as a chime. When visited in December 1996 
three of the bells were in position, the fourth 
was in a nearby workshop for repairs to its 
headstock. These bells were cast in 1908 and 
the largest is 430mm diameter at the mouth. 
An interesting feature of these bells is that, 
below the inscription bands, the founder has 
cast small roses at intervals around the bells. 
In 1932 Matthew O' Byrne of Dublin cast a 
2 cwt bell for The Right Reverend Monsignor 
Hanisch of Umtata. Unfortunately the where-
abouts of that bell is now unknown, but three 
Swiss-cast bells grace the twin towers of the 
small Roman Catholic Cathedral in Umtata. 
Although the Latin inscriptions on the bells 
state Marion Year 1954, they were actually 
cast at the Ruetschi Foundry on 20th 
December 1955 (Disch!, 1983). Another 
Swiss-cast bell hangs in the tower of the 
Roman Catholic church in Engcobo and is 
chimed. 
Barwell, the Birmingham founder, is repre-
sented by bells in the Anglican church at 
Indwe (a former coal mining centre) and at the 
Methodist church in Maclear, if the rather 
indistinct founders mark has been properly 
deciphered in each case. 
The Ohio Bell Company was represented 
by a somewhat tuneless chime of six steel 
bells in a chapel in Alice. These bells were 
recently removed to Adelaide, where they are 
in storage. Many other steel bells exist in the 
Eastern Cape and demand for American steel 
bells was obviously strong in the latter part of 
the 19th century. 
The detached campanile of the Church of 
St. Alban the Martyr, in Cathcart, if two stone 
pillars meeting in an arch can be called by 
such a gracious name, holds one of the most 
fascinating bells in the Province. This bell, 
which is about 600mm diameter at the mouth, 
has inscribed on it: H. BISSETER 
BIRMINGHAM 1893. This founder does not 
appear in Struckett's list of founders of bells 
in the British Isles ( 1985) nor in any other I ist 
known to the writer. Information on Bisseter 
would be most welcome. 
The most intriguing bell in the Province is 
probably that of the Dutch Reformed Church 
at Hertzog, in the Kat River Valley, near the 
small town of Seymour. The Kat River Valley 
was settled with Hottentot or ' Coloured' 
people (the remnants of Khoi tribes, 
Webb,I994) in 1829 by the Briti sh as a buffer 
between Cape Colony and the Xhosa people. 
'The inhabit;mts were expected to build 
European-style cottages and fence their 
property. Churches and schools were ... built 
at the villages ... Richie Thompson (sic) was 
appointed government missionary at 
... Balfour.' (Webb, 1994). 
Thomson apparently established a church at 
the village of Hertzog in 1830 and in 1834 
planned a second church, the building of 
which was delayed until 1845 by frontier 
conflict. A fine bell now hangs in the detached 
two-column "campanile" at Hertzog and, on 
its inscription band, bears the words: W. R. 
THOMSON KAT RIVER CAIRD & C0 . CK. 
1834. As the photograph shows, the bell 
hangs from a counterbalanced and 
ornamented headstock, with a pull-bar so that 
it can be chimed. The bell is 525mm wide at 
the mouth and has a cast-in crown staple. 
There is no indication of the bell ever having 
been tuned. An unusual feature of the bell is 
the raised band that encircles the waist. The 
bell is a good casting and of pleasant sound. 
There is no mention of Caird and Co. in 
Struckett's list of bell founders (1985), neither 
has the writer come across any Caird bells. 
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Was Caird a South African founder? Where 
was Ck? Was it, perhaps, Cradock, a town 
founded in 1814 in the Eastern Cape? Or was 
it somewhere else? Any information on Caird 
and Co., or on the mysterious Ck, would be 
most welcome. 
The most notable bells in the Eastern Cape 
are probably those of the 1820 Settlers 
Campanile, in Port Elizabeth. The campanile 
was built in 1923 and houses a carillon of 21 
bells, tenor 3 tons 5 cwts cast by Gillett and 
Johnston. Why a carillon, rather than a ring of 
bells, should have been erected as a memorial 
to British settlers is a bit baffling, but 
obviously there were no keen and persuasive 
bell ringers in Port Elizabeth when the 
decision was taken to erect the campanile. In 
fact, there are no ringing bells in that city, 
apart from the single bells in Pearson Street 
Congregational Church and the Mears and 
Stainbank bell, cast in 1896, of St. Mary's; 
neither are now rung full circle, and probably 
never have been. 
The oldest locally cast bell in the Eastern 
Cape is supposedly that at Mr. Kuhn 's farm, 
Tarkastad, cast by members of the Moravian 
Mission at Goshen, which is near Tarkastad. 
This bell was probably cast in 1850, but "the 
brethren were so excited about the bell they 
were casting that they dug it up before the 
metal had cooled completely and it cracked" 
(Beal Preston, 1976). A second attempt was 
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successful and this bell, cast of the remnants 
of ammunition boxes left from the War of the 
Axe (1846-47), is now at the Queenstown 
Museum. According to Beal Preston (1976) 
this was "the first bell ever successfully 
founded on the Eastern Cape". 
During the second half of the 20th century 
a number of bells have been cast in the 
Eastern Cape. Mr. Bakker, who learned h,is 
trade at a foundry in Holland, cast a number 
of bells in the Despatch area, one of which is 
now at the Cuyler Museum in Uitenhague. 
Unfortunately Bakker found that bell 
founding was not financially viable, and now 
concentrates on structural steel work. Xmeco, 
in Port Elizabeth, cast many small bells for 
Roman Catholic churches, especially in 
Transkei, to a pattern supplied by a German or 
Swiss priest who was stationed in Umtata. In 
1996 two 57kg bells were cast for the writer, 
using strickles based on those of Mr. Arthur 
Jopp's tenor, at Stoulton in Worcestershire, as 
well as a 176kg bell, shown in the photograph, 
that is intended to be the tenor of a projected 
ring of six for Christ Church, Grahamstown. 
Details of this latter bell will be given in due 
course, suffice it to state that the bell is a good 
casting and, with a little tuning, should be 
excellent. 
Although this article has concentrated on 
English-cast bells, there are many Dutch-cast 
bells in the Eastern Cape, as well as single 
bells (othe.T than those already mentioned) by 
founders whose names are apparently 
English, but who do not appear in any of the 
known lists of Briti sh founders. Much 
research is needed before anything 
comprehensive can be written about the bells 
of the Eastern Cape but it is obvious, from the 
brief article, that such research will be well 
worthwhile. COLIN A. LEWIS. 
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Just another winter's tale 
It is at the dark end of the year, in that slack 
time between Christmas and the New Year, 
when Fred Hutt has his own annual outing, a 
bright spot at a dark time for Daventry 
Branch and friends to look forward to. This 
year the Friday after Christmas saw the 19th 
such event, with Fred in his 82nd year still at 
the helm. We usually have the same format, a 
couple of towers during the afternoon and a 
social gathering in the evening. Nothing 
heroic, nothing strenuous, but- what's this? 
St. Martin's in the Bullring, followed by 
Coventry Cathedral? This, for a Branch more 
noted for its five- and six-bell towers must be 
something different. 
And so it proved right from the outset. 
Fortunately your scribe was chauffeured on 
this occasion; for most of the journey into 
Central Birmingham (on a market day) he 
had his eyes firmly closed. Things weren't 
much better in the car park where we climbed 
interminably to the 14th (top!) level before 
finding a space. Only one lift was working, 
its entrance blocked with pushchairs together 
with their occupants and guardians, so it was 
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down 14 flights of stairs to get out. Thank 
goodness for the Market cafe, almost in the 
shadow of St. Martin's, with its fish'n 'chips 
'n'mushy peas to restore our strength. 
A warm welcome at St. Martin's where we 
were overawed by the vast array of peal 
boards recording great deeds by many famous 
names from the past, a magnificent history of 
the tower. And what of the ringing? Well, for 
ringers more used to six bells and tenors 
between 10 and 15 cwt one can say that we 
coped - just. Everyone had a ring on 10, 12 
and 16 according to taste, mainly call changes. 
The Tenor Kings - and Queens - had their 
moments of glory with the back end bells. We 
came away with admiration for ringers who 
can really control this number of bells. 
And so to Coventry. (Eyes firmly shut again 
down 14 flights . of multi-storey and 
Birmingham's market day traffic.) A veil will 
also be drawn over driving in Coventry except 
to mention a certain lady's total disregard for 
'Buses Only' signs. Fortunately it must have 
been tea-break time for traffic patrols. 
Another warm welcome, "You'll need two 
to pull the tenor up- it used to be three". We 
managed some reasonable Grandsire Triples 
on the light (?) eight and plenty of call 
changes on 10 and 12 so that everyone had a 
ring. Our thanks to those that let us ring at 
these famous towers. For some of our number 
this was their first ring on more than six, so 
please forgive us if we didn't do justice to 
your vast numbers of bells. 
The only sad note of the afternoon was that, 
although Fred accompanied us to both towers, 
an onset of knee trouble did not allow him to 
ascend. Better luck next year, we trust. 
Then the time had come for the soiree. A 
good meal and good ale put us in the right 
frame of mind for song (or three), some 
recitations (none too serious), and various 
musical interludes from keyboard, violin, 
saxophone and an oompah. (Sorry - I never 
can remember its proper name.) The latest 
edition of the Byfield Psalm was rendered by 
the Byfield Singers (in four-part harmony), in 
the course of which no transgression or other 
noteworthy deed of the last 12 months was 
overlooked. 
With thanks to Fred for yet another Winter 
Warmer. We went well lubricated on our 
homeward way, thanks to our noble (teetotal) 
chauffeurs/chauffeuses, feeling more able to 
face whatever 1997 has to offer. 
P.O.W. 
* * * 
A few weeks before Christmas, I 
dispatched to you details of a quarter peal of 
Kent Treble Bob Minor rung at Christ 
Church, Burbage, Buxton, Derbyshire, on 
Sunday, 17th November. This report duly 
appeared on page 68 of the 4473rd edition of 
The Ringing World published on 17th January 
1997. Unfortunately, I made an error in the 
dedication given at the end of the report, and 
would be most grateful, if I could, through 
your columns, put the record straight, and 
make my most abject apologies to all 
concerned. 
The achievement marked the christening of 
Courtney Ellen Barraclough, who is not the 
grand-daughter of the ringer of the fifth bell , as 
indicated by me, but of Mr. David Barraclough, 
who rang the third. I am sorry for any distress or 
offence that this may have caused - including 
the shock to Mr. Ronnie Dawson, who may have 
been alarmed by an apparent and unexpected 
extension to his family. 
ALAN G. KIRK. 
